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Margaret Porter Hoyle

Born: January 19, 1923
Death: May 30, 2000

Father: Benjamin Church Porter Jr.
Mother: Wilma L Porter (née Kern)

Margaret Porter Hoyle was born in her family home on 2128 Porter St SW, Grand Rapids, MI on
January 23, 1923. She was one of three children born to her father, Benjamin Church Porter Jr.
(1889-1948), and mother, Wilma Porter (1900-1991).

Margaret’s great-great grandfather, James Porter, settled in Grand Rapids, MI from New York in
the mid 1800’s and established a family lineage of great significance to Grand Rapids.
Margaret’s great-grandfather, John Porter, purchased land in the present day area of Wyoming.
He was a successful farmer who used the land to farm wheat after the Civil War. He married
Elizabeth Rossman, who became a midwife to all the women in the surrounding area.

His son, Benjamin Church Porter Sr., was given an option to either continue the family farm or to
attend college. He chose to pursue a degree at Michigan Agricultural College, now known as
Michigan State University, and graduated in 1884. He worked as a notary public and established
the South Grand Rapids State Savings Bank, located on the Southeast corner of Division Avenue
and Burton Street. At the onset of the Great Depression, the Bank went into receivership and
became the People’s National Bank.

The banking legacy continued with Margaret’s father, Benjamin Church Porter Jr. He attended
Michigan State College and graduated in 1911. He worked as a banker at the South Grand
Rapids State Savings Bank until after the Great Depression where he worked in the mortgage
department of the People’s National Bank, which was later bought by Old Kent Bank.



As a child, Margaret had a formal upbringing in a three-generation household. She walked five
blocks to school every day and attended Boulevard Park Grade School. Growing up she was
always “conscious of being an outsider,” a result of having dark skin in a primarily Dutch
immigrant community. She graduated fifth in her class at Central High School in 1940 and later
attended Northwestern University where she studied liberal arts and graduated cum laude in
1944.

After completing her education, Margaret worked as a social case worker for the Welfare
Department until she married her husband, David Hoyle (1918-2007). After marrying, she quit
her job to become a homemaker and raise her four sons, Stephen, David, Timothy, and Gregory.
Margaret thoroughly enjoyed being a homemaker, describing it as “wonderful fun.”

Once Margaret’s sons left for college, she decided to pursue a career in teaching. She attended
night school at Grand Rapids Junior College to receive her Michigan Certificate as well as a
masters degree from Michigan State. She taught at South High School for five years before
transferring to Junior College where she taught for over twenty years.

While teaching at Junior College in 1971, Margaret suffered from severe health issues. After
going deaf in one ear, medical professionals diagnosed her with a brain tumor. In January, 1972
she had an acoustic neuroma operation at Mercy Health in Chicago that left her with “a number
of afflictions to overcome.” Immediately after the surgery she was bedridden, having lost part of
her brain that controls balance and motor functions. After months of recuperating, and with the
help of her oldest son, she returned to teaching at Junior College. However, ten years later her
tumor returned and she underwent a second procedure at Mayo Clinic in Grand Rapids. This
second operation left her with a paralyzed face but successfully removed her tumor.

Despite her setbacks in life, Margaret remained optimistic. She continued teaching at Junior
College, and in 1982 she attended a national symposium for acoustic neuroma patients. It was
here that she was able to connect with others experiencing similar physical and emotional
hardships. Margaret never forgot to count her blessings in life, having said that her personal trials
were a way for her to cultivate sympathy and understanding for others.

Margaret passed away on May 30, 2000 and was buried by her family at Fulton Street Cemetery.
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